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Ethics in Construction
Ethics can be defined as a branch of moral philosophy which defines what is good for people and society. It considers whether the actions are right or wrong in specific scenarios. In fact, ethics forms an integral part of any business or industry and the impacts of their activities should be beneficial to the welfare of the people and society (Kultgen, 2013). That being said, construction is one of the major sectors in the world that involve ethics. Construction professionals such as contractors, engineers, surveyors, architects and project managers, have the fundamental obligation to adhere to the applicable code of ethics. From bidding to the completion of a project, there are always many scenarios that require ethics. 
The ethical behavior in construction is often determined by the degree of quality and trustworthiness with which stakeholders conduct the activities. As Mason (2009) asserts, ethics in construction must be governed by personal virtues and there is a need to retain a balance between the requirements of a client and the interests of the public. Indeed, in order to enable ethical behaviors in this industry, the professionals involved are expected to please the majority but also equally essential not to ignore the interests and needs of the minority, for instance, the casual workers on construction sites. Failure to do so results in detrimental consequences to the company and society. In the past years, some of the major construction companies in the world have experienced multi-billion fines for considerable breaches of ethics and compliance, on issues of labor and corruption.
According to Mason (2009), the construction industry may involve practices that are ethically unacceptable. Issuance of bribery is one of the practices in the industry that violates public order and common interests of the public. The top leaders use their positions to receive bribes in regards to the various construction activities. In most cases, bribery leads to delivery of low-quality services and misuse of resources. There have been also cases of bid rigging, whereby the potential contractors agree beforehand amongst themselves on the highest bidder and the winning cost. Besides, some of the contractors submit non-competitive bids at inflated prices just for the show. Such practice increases the profits of the contractor at the expense of the client and is therefore unethical.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is through the ethics that a construction company fulfills and promotes its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). With the increasing emphasis on sustainability and environment, the construction must apply ethics while carrying out their activities (Kultgen, 2013). There must be a code of environmental ethics to guide the professionals on the selection of construction materials and approaches that protect the environment. In addition, it is important to adopt building designs that reduce the production of waste. A sustainable environmental means that the safety and wellbeing of society is upheld. As such, it is the moral responsibility of the construction professionals to inform the public, employees, and organizations, the impact of their work and potential adverse effects. 
Conclusively, ethics in construction is all about how the professionals and companies deal with the client, how they deal with employees and society as well as how they relate with the suppliers and subcontractors. As one of the major sectors in the world, construction must uphold the ethics and benefit all the stakeholders. Professionals in this industry should strive to deliver timely, high-quality and trustworthy construction projects.
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